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women in the Ceded Districts blessed me for reviving the sacred
work of spinning. If the respective Congress Committees of the
different areas do good work, there will be no famine in the
Ceded Districts next year. Prices may remain high but, through
spinning and weaving, people will be able to make enough with
which to buy food.
MALICIOUS GOVERNMENT
A close friend points out that those who inveigh against non-
co-operation seem to forget that all these years the Government
has non-co-operated with our culture, our language and our race.
We would be the biggest fools if we do not resort to non-co-opera-
tion against this system. A fresh example of the Government's non-
co-operation even at the present day, and an example which reveals
its meanness, is seen in its dealings with Mr. Godrej. This large-
hearted gentleman has donated money to the Tilak Swaraj Fund
earmarking the contribution for the uplift of the untouchables
and for propaganda against drink. This provoked a secret circular
from the Government to the effect that no Godrej safe should
be ordered for any of its departments, which used to go in for
numbers of them in the past. Because Mr. Godrej contributed
to the Tilak Swaraj Fund, the "just" Government has boycotted
his safes* How should the people deal with such a malicious and
vindictive Government, if not by resorting to non-co-operation
with it?
DlWALI
Diwali is the day on which we celebrate Rama's victory, and
Rama's victory is the victory of dharma. Diwali can, therefore,
be properly celebrated only by one who follows dharma. Self-
respecting and self-reliant people alone can celebrate it. Till we
have won swaraj, I deem it our dharma to abstain, during Diwali
days, from merry-making and feasting. I fail to understand how,
at a time when hundreds of innocent men are in jails for the
sake of their dharma and their country, we can indulge in any
pleasures at all. Can anyone whose brother gets nothing better
in jail than thick cakes of bqjra to eat feast on shrikhand out-
side? Is anyone whose brothers and sisters are starving without
food likely to think of dances and parties? We generally buy
"dazzling" foreign cloth for Diwali. I suggest that nobody
should buy a single piece of cloth which he does not need and,
if one must, one should buy hand-spun khadi, though even this
sparingly.